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Francesca of Lost Nation is a coming-of-age story of course, but in a strangeway, the 59-year-old woman
changes and matures emotionally as much as the nine-year-old girl. But more than that it is about days long
gone - post WWII in rural lowa where people pulled together, worked hard and respected structure, honor
and duty.
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Today there are about 500 residents in Lost Nation, and itA€™s unlikely the population was any larger during
the summer of 1947, when this story takes place. Nine-year old Sarah Morgan narrates the story of how she
and her 59-year old grandmother, Francesca, spent that summer.
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Francescad€™s forebears had begun arriving in Lost Nation in the 18504€™s, having survived a
treacherous migration from Essen, Germany. Their stories, which were handed down by the generations with
assorted embellishments, were hair-raising and full of ingenious creativity.
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Francesca of Lost Nation is a coming-of-age story of course, but in a strangeway, the 59-year-old woman
changes and matures emotionally as much as the nine-year-old girl. Why | Wrote It &€} My real grandmother
was a remarkable woman for her day, or any day.
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It is a wonderous thing indeed to be able to hear the unique voices a writer has painstakingly infused into
their story. The characters in Francesca of Lost Nation leap from the pages to laugh with delight, whisper
conspiratorially and roar with the passion that is life.
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'Francesca of Lost Nation' by Lucinda Sue Crosby is a warmhearted trip down the memory lane, the glimpse
of age long gone, when conventions and ideas were simpler and, perhaps, easier. The story takes place in a
summer of 1947, shortly after the war.
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